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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Author of the followi ng. 
ſheets does not commit them to tbe 
preſs with any expeBation or de- 
ire of lucre — they be fa- 
voured with the approbation of 
5 the Public, his wiſhes will be com- 
pletely gratified, and be wil think 

; bimſe If ſufficiently romp . 15 
: his trouble. 


als 
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Pocket Vade-Mecum, 


Sc. 


* 


HAD been. long deſirous of view- 
ing the antiquities, and celebrated 


ſcenery of South Wales, and the con- 
&igyous county df Monmouth ; when 
the opportune propoſal: of a friend 


to accompany me in a tour through 
B 2 thoſe 


[ 4 l * 
thoſe countries, combined with my 
pPte˖oximit) to them (being at that 
time in Gloceſterſhire) in determining 
me to avail myſelf of circumſtances 
ſo very favourable to = en 


of my wiſhes. | 
A 


We croſſed the "Oy 4 8th of 
J aly, at Newnham F erty ; and us, 
on our arrival there, it happened to 
be low water, we were under the ne- 
ceſſity of riding over the ſandy bot- 
tom of the river, and'throvgh a mud 


bank, in which our horſes were con- 
fiderably above their Knees at every 


ſtep. 


1 + ; 
ſtep. ee „ 
always attends the paſſage at Newn- 
bam, excepting. at high, water; ; and 
being, frequently obliged to wait ſe- 
veral hours for the return of. the 
boat from the oppolite ſhore, 2 


ſhould recommend Framiload Ferry, 
in preference, although, to many tra- 


vellers it may be ſomewhat cireuitous, | 
being five or fix miles higher up the bo 


river; yet, as neither of the objec- 


tions to N ewnham occur here, | in my 


opinion, one is amply compenſated 7 


for the detour. 


B 3 Whew 


þ 


b 
"When full to its banks, the Se- 


vern is three quarters of a mile acroſs 


at Newnham ; but the only part we 


could not ford at tow water, was not 
more than forty or fifty yards over. 


The channel, at that time, wy on the 


weſtern fide of the river; Bak is of- 


ten changed by the frequent ſhifting 
of the ſands, Which is aſcribable to 


the rapidity of the tides, and to the 


ſudden reception, after heavy rains, 


of an immenſe body of water from 


* 


the Welch 1 ohne 


＋ here 1 1s little attractive of notice 
| | between 


[i 


191 


between N eunham and Chefs; 
until you arrive within half a mile of 
the laſt-· mentioned place: the Fo- 
reſt, of Dean, which has a dreary ap- 


Perce, 1 on the right hand the | 


ride would-be. exceedinghy-dull, if it 


were not for a pleaſant peeps, every 
now and then, of the Severn, and 
oppoſite hills of Gloeeſterſhire: but 


in deſcending the hill which leads 


down to Chepſtow bridge, a moſt 
enchanting ſcene ſuddenly prefents-it- 
ſelf to view—the Wye is its chief or- 


nament — nothing in nature can be 


B 4 | more 


K 
* * 


5 
ö 
0 
TY 
: 


1 8 1 
more beautiful than the beep and 
romantic banks of that river, thickly 
cloathed with wood from the furface 
of the water to their fummits—every 
here and there a rocky cliff juts out, 
and the effect is truly fine and firik- 
ing. The noble and extenſive! ruin 
of Chepſtow Caſtle appears majeſti- 
cally in front, and is a magnificent 
object. We could not obtain any 
authentic information with regard to 
its antiquity ; but tradition ſays it 
was' repaired in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, by Richard, Earl of Pembroke. 
This caſtle ſtands; on a perpendicular 


4 1 
340 . cli 
ww 344 2+ 4 - „ ö 

* 


133 
cliff on * weſtern ſide of the Wye, 


and commands the toun and paſſage 


of the river; on which accounts it 


was formerly conſidered as a place of 
ſtrength apd conſequence. It was 


n and taken by Oliver Crom- 


which is the only. memorable 
ane in its hiſtory. 


In the neighbourhood of Chepſtow 
is the celebrated PERSTIETp, late the 
property and reſidence of Mr. Morris, 

| who expended a large ſum of money 

in various improvements and embel- 
liſhments, which are a monument of 

A Pg: bis 


19 . + N 


* K 


4 
f 


"his wiſts; although _ may: not be 
Widen: of 3-pbram cod. br 
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We entered the eſtate about dikve 
miles from the town, by a road lead- | 


ing to the houſe, which is an incon- 
fiderable eier, e of: its fira- 


ation. 


The moſt beautiful ſcenery is with- 
in a ſmall compafs, on the banks of 
the Wye. The walks are laid but 
through Noos and fhrubberies on 


the bold and lofty cliffs of that river, 
| a courſe they follow, for ſeveral 


miles, 


1 [ ' 11 1 | 

miles, in all its windings, and eom- 
mand a great variety of moſt charm. 
ing views—Here the prof pect is con- 
fined to the extent of half a mile; 
and an hundred yards further, you | 
may trace the Wye to its junction 
with the Severn, ſhaping its meander- 
ing courſe through a narrow rottran- 
tie valley then proceeding on a lit. 
tle, the landſcape is =/cirouilbribed 
as before, yet ſerprifioply different. 
Thus the views are, in W alter- 
nately extenſive and limited, but fo 
wonderfully varied, that hardly any 
two reſemble each other Sometimes 
2924 "me 


1 1 3 


| the oppoſite ſhore is lofty, ſteep, and 
woody, thutting out the proſpect. of 
the country beyond ſometimes crag- 


S* and naked. but leſs elevated, thereby 


admitting an extenſion of view: and, 


at one ſpot, the ſhore i in front is flat, 

the ſpace between the river 1 dd the 
foreſt of Dean (conſiſting. of mea - 
dos of the freſheſt verdure) being 


beautifully contraſted with the adja- 
cent romantic ſcenery. | 


ce 


. "= , . 4 


+ When, near the termination of the 


| walks, you look from a perpendicular 
F precipice, three hundred and ſeven © 


IF | feet 


L a9: 3 
bet high, upon à beautiful varie- 


gated wood ; and afterwards gradually 
aſcending, you ſoon arrive at an emi- 


nence, where moſt of the delightful 
views and objects, by which you 


have been ſeparately charmed, are 
included within the ſphere of viſion, 
and break upon the ſight with col- 
lective beauty. The eye likewiſe 


takes in the hills of Somerſetſhire; 


the Severn ; mount Denny rock riſing 
out of it; and the Briſtol channel, 


which bounds the proſpect to the 


right : they altogether coinbine to 


15 this ſcene one of the moſt 


capti- 


t; 


and St. Mary of Tiotern, was 


tw 


covration; that the imagination on. 


picture £0 Atielf, We went from 
henee, by. a very ſteep road, covered. 
with looſo ſtones; to Tintern Abbey, 
the ſight of which amply fepaid the 
trouble we were ar in getting to it. 
I copied the following account and - 
defeription of this ruin from a ma- 


nuſeript in poſſeſſion __ * perſon! 


who attends:46 ſhew it. 


N 
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founded about the year 213 7, by 
Walter Fitz Richard | de Clare, 
11080 Lord 


—_ 


[+ 


LE 


Lord of Caerwent' and Monmouth jourh+ - 
hire. William. Eatl of Pem 
<< brake, and Mareſchal of England, 


e, married the daughter and heireſs 


4 of Richard de Clare,'; firnamed - 
«. Strongbow, and gave divers lands 
<< and” privileges to the abbots: and 

„ monks: hereof, who ate of the 


1 Ciſtercian order, obliging them to 
pray for their ſouls, and thoſe of 
his and his wife's anceſtors... Riv 
15 chard'de-Bigod, Duke of Norfolk, 
«added: 0 theſe benefactions. I 


© has been famous for the tombs.- 
and monuments of ſeveral great 


6e perſons, 


1 
153 


% 


8 


. 
6 perſons, prineipally the | aforeſaid 


Richard de Clare, called Strong - 


© bow, and Walter, Earl of Pem- 
ee broke, who, in the diſpute be- 


< tween the houſes of Vork and 


, Lancaſter, was taken priſoner in 
« Banbury fight, and beheaded, 
and buried here. The length 


e Melt, is ſeventy-ſeven yards; in 
< breadth, from North to South, 
& fifty-three' yards. It has twenty- 


4 four pillars, and eighty- four win- 


= ny dows.” 


«£3 * 
1 * 
2 ; : 
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„„ 
The figure, of the abbey is a bb 
The walls are all Landing; as are 
moſt of the pillars that once ſup- 
Ported the now fallen roof, and which 
cannot be ſurpaſſed either for light- 


neſs or elegance. A large Gothic 
window over the entrance at the 


Weſt end, is equally beautiful and 
ſtriking. The Eaſt, end over-looks 
the Wye. We were here ſhewn a 
ſtone effigy of the Earl of Pem- 
broke, mentioned in the foregoing 


\ 


quotation. 


From Tintern abbey we returned 
£ * to 


— —— 
a va 4 
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The country, for the firſt eight 
ati has a wild, unpleaſing aſpect; 5 


but afterwards preſents a very beau- 


tiful face, and | is, in general, exceed 
ingly rich and well cultivated, con- 
fiſting of fruitful vallies and equally 
fertile hills, covered with incloſed 
corn i and en, „ SOL 


- 


It is pen to travel through 


this country without being captivated 
with the many delightfol proſpects 
it 


* 
: 


(91). 
it affords.” At almoſt every! hundred | 
yards we were ſtopped by their beauty 
and diverſity; to o view and admire 
them; but at the village of Chriſt- 
church, which is ſituated on a com- 
manding hill about three miles from 
Newport, (on the Chepſtaw fide,) 
we were detained a cohHderable time 
by the peculiar lovelineſs of the ſur- 
rounding ſcenery: all the following 
objects are within one ſweep | of the 
eye The river Uſke winding th rough 
a narrow valley, waſhing the town of 
Newport, and continuing its courſe 
to where it forms a junction with 
the Severn, confined all the way by 
Ps SET gp) _ 


'T =o ] 


Auxuriant hills, which are finely con- 


traſted with the diſtant black and 


ſterile mountains in the back ground 


the Severn, almoſt as high up as 


Berkeley, and lower down than where 


it aſſumes the name of the Briſtol 
Channel, ſhaping its rapid courſe 
through the ſpacious and delicious 
vale of Gloceſterſnire the embou- 


chure of the Avon —King-Road, with 


the ſhipping lying at anchor and un- 


der ſail - and, to conclude, the flat 


and ſteep Holimes, which, together NE 
with the channel, bound the view We © 


bar ſide. an 


. 


[| 


U a 21 1 


The extraordinary high tides in the 


Mye and Uſke may he conſidered as. 


a phenomenon: they uſually riſe fif- 


teen yards at the flux; and a few 
years ago, the river at Chepſtow was 
elevated to the wonderful height of: 


fixty fect, when. the bridge fell a. 


victim to its fury. The bridges 


which have been ſince thrown over: 


the Wye at Chepſtow, and over the 


Uſke at Newport, are ſo conſtructed 
as to prevent a repetition of the like 


accident: they conſiſt of thick planks 


laid horizontally on piles, and looſely 


pinned down to them; ſo that they, 


. are 


1-1 F: 5 f 4 ] | : 
are ſufficiently ſecured from flipping ; 
and will be floated by the water, 
mould it, at any futute time, riſe 5 
of above ew: level.” Js. lee 01997 


4 


The POTN? between Ae and 
Cardiff is ornamented by the ſeats of 
Sir Charles Tent and Mr. Morgan; 5 
and watered N by the rivulets of Eb:- 

With and Romney, whereof the latter 
ſeparates the counties of Monmouth 
and nee 8 1210 0 % 


The . Cardiff is neat, and 


well paved. It has only one church, 


1 
but hat is | ſpacious, and the arehi- 
tecture ol, the, tower is exceedingly | 
light and beautiful. Here are ſome: 
remains of, the ancient caſtle, which 
has lately been repaired. and enlarged 
by] Lord Mountſtewart, the proprie- 
tor, with, intention of making it. a 

place of refidence. , We were ſhewny 
5 the dungeon, (Which is now partly 
under the porter's:lodge) where Ro- 
bert, Duke of Normandy, ſon of 
William the Conqueror, was confined: 
upwards of twenty years, by com- 
mand of his younger W Bog 


OW n | 
20 C | Cloſe 


. 24 N 
Cloſe to the caſtle 1s the Ae of - 
an old Joy, ſurrounded d by a Wal.” 


4 


Belt '{ 


( 


1 n going from Cardiff to Cabttelt 
we paſſed over a mountain contain- | 
ipg, in its bowels, great quaptities of 
coal and iron ore, Here we had a 
magnificent command of the three = 
diſtricts of Glamorganſhire: the 
northern diviſion conſiſts entirely of 
bleak and barren mountains; the 
midland diſtrict is diverſified! with 
hills and dales, which are tolerably 
well cultivated ; and to the ſouth- 
ward, bounded by the ocean, is the 


| © beautiful 


C ay 1 | : Ss 
beautiful and fertile ve of Glattor-- 
gan, ſtyled, with great propriety, the 
Garden of South Wales, and extend: 
ing from Cardiff towards the Weſt 
about twenty five miles in tength, 

A and from the ſea-fhore eight or ten 
| miles in "breadth." It is ſomewhat 
| remarkable, that this charming val- 
. ley has for its foundation 4 bed ef 
rock, at two, or, at moſt, three feet 
25 My the ſervice of the foil.” | 
15 ine Gene of Caerfeli [ ee ths 1 
Plate,] accounted the moſt extenſive 
and ancient ruin in Great Britain,, ] 


WS; 
| ſtands in a moraſs. The. citadel is 


ſurrounded by a paſſage or gallery, 


included within tyo walls; the inner 
one incloſing an area of leventy-ſeven 
To ſquare yards: the exterior wall is 


pierced with loop-boles, and defended 


by two foſſes of conſiderable breadth. 


The Principal outworks are between 
the ſecond diteh and a broad moat >_ 


ang beyond that, in the morals, and 
adjacent country, are ſeveral detached 


remains of for tifications, but not ſuch 
as can -1nduce one to credit the tradi- | 
tion of the country, that there was 
e A connected. line of ad- 
"aac  vanced. 


1 2 


c 17 * 
vanced works running wound FR in- 
terior ones, and ten wy twelve miles 
in circumference. lil Blr. rant 
At one of the angles of the citadel 
is the Hanging Tower; ſo called 
from its impending on one ſide in a 
very wonderful manner: it is ſeventy 
feet high, and deviates eleven feet 
and a half from a perpendicular line. 
It has continued in this ſtate beyond 
the memory of the oldeſt perſons 
now living in the vicinity, and may 
juſtly be confidered as à great curio- 
n It evinces the tenacity of the | 


ancient 


F 
1 N 


[ 28 J 


ancient cement; indiſputably, a more 


viſcous, and valuable compoſition, | 


than the ſuccedaneum of modern 


mortar.- 


ys 7 


* 


According to the traditional ac-- | 


eounts of the Caſtle of Caerteli, that 
fortreſs was built ſeveral At” 


years before Chriſt ;- but there is rea- 
ſon to queſtion the veracity of this 
| narration, as the people of the, coun- 
try likewile relate ſeveral - occurrences: 
in its hiſtory, which are undoubtedly: 
erroneous. We were told, for in- 


Aznce, chat Edward the Second fled. 
here 


1 


14 


Tt 29 J 
ee from Neath to the younger 
Spenſer, who, at the ſurrender of the 
caſtle, ſhortly after, was conſined and 
ſtarved to death in the dungeon 3 
but we are informed by Rapin, and 
other authentic hiſtorians, that Neatn 
Abbey was the- laſt refuge of the 
miſguided monarch; and his am- 
bitious favourite. Edward was in- 
ſtantly removed to Kenelworth, being 
_ reſerved to endure the accumulated 
weight of diſreſpect, of ſickneſs, and 
of captivity, until the meaſure of 
his ſufferings was at length com- 
pleted by the eruel tragedy that was 
e at Berkeley Caſtle; a ca- 
e, 


— 


( 30 
taſtrophe as ſhocking to humanity _ 
as diſgraceful to the nation. The de- 
voted Spenſer experienced a more 
lenient fate, in an immediate depri- 
vation of liſe, at Hereford, where he 
was'executed-on- a lofty: gibbet con- 


ſtructed for che purpoſe. It is, how- 0 
eyer, Very certain, that the forces of 
Iſabella and the Barons laid ſiege to 


Caerſeli Caſtle, and that it was gal- 


lantiy defended and kept poſſeſion 

of by the younger Spenſer; bat 
this was an antecedent occurrence, 
yet may have given riſe to the ani- 


. 1 2 . «PO s 8 # 

Nliſied narrations af after- ages. 
5 _— ;& : ; 72 I” a 
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WE 
The road from Caerfeli to Tins 
triflent 15 chiefly on the beautiful 
banks of the furious Taffe, until 


you croſs that river at Pontepraed, 
over a curious bridge, conſiſting of 
one elliptic arch; the ſpan is am 
hundred and forty- four feet. We 
meaſured the perpendicular height 
from the furface of the water to the 
top of the parapet, and found 10 6 to | 
oy d er 9285 and a half. | 

"The former by ridge, at rhis ſpot, 
Was ſactificed to the raging torrent; 
which 3 is ſometimes ſyelled to a ſur· 


* ng 


7 
| 
E 3 J 


Pfriſing height; but in the butments 
of the. preſent arch, there are i 
circular cavities to admit the. free 
paſſage of the water, which, experi- 
7 ence has alread * proved to be an. ITY 
| ſectual ſecurity from A A ACCl- 


94 — v * 9 0 
' 7 no N x { S<& 2.8; n 
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"In 8 currents, ; and, many 
ſmall rivulets, run down the moun- 
tains, and between them, through ; 
the ſecluded defiles, into- the T affe, 
and, together with the very conſider- | 

| able inclination of the bed of this 
ire, ,occalion_ it to, be more rapid. 
| than 


1:8 


PRs 


Han, any, other in South. Wales. 
3 torrents bring down, from the 


mountains great quantities of ones, 
which, in many parts of the river, 
are. heaped up, and form little ca- 
taracts: we were generally within 


the ſound of one of theſe and 35 


F - 


ſcenery. of the i imperuous x river, over- 


: bung with trees and ſhrubs, darken- 
ing its ſurface, and creating a pleafing 
kind of ſolemn, gloom.” Here, for 
the firſt time, we obſerved ſeveral 


goats 5 it ſhould ſeem. that they re- 
Pair to theſe ſhady retreats, princi- 


Ws Holly 


* 1 


| pally/ for Hleltet from the n, to 
whoſe rays "they + are cs im. 
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© Weerdlledthe conſiderable rivulet 
of Rondet about two ee yards 4 


bey ond Pontepraed ; and imme- 


— 


mountain, over the\fummit of which 5 


1131 


5 we paſſed 1 in our way to Läntriſſent; J 


a vile town, in reality ; ; but whoſe 


appearance from the circumjacent 
heights, | is exceedingly advantageous, 
being fituated on the top and ſides 
of a commanding bill, and ſeeming 


. Ls 85 to 


BY Jiately after began to aſcend A nee 


3 


| 


e 
butcheris meat, a raſher of bacgn, or 


1 35 7 


1 a conſiderable extent of 
grounds... The day. was fultry, and 


we were oppreſſed with heat and fa- 


_ tigus: gur firſt welcome fight af 
Lantriſſent cauſed us, therefore, to : 
feaſt in imagination on the good 
fare we made ſure of procuring at 


the concluſion of our ride; : but Our 


expectations were wholly. diſappoint- 
ed, as it proved to be a miſerable 


Place, and. ſo entirely unprovided 


With every article. of refreſhment, that 


Ela v "44 


a bottle of wine; .conſequently, we 


were neceſſitated to reſt ſatisfied with 


+ * 555 „ An 


not purchaſe a pound of 


„ 
an old gander, that "was alive and at 
liberty on our arrival; and for dur 
poration, ſome ind ifferent brandy and 

water, at each draught of which, Fmuft 

confeſs we were ſo inconfiderate ds 
to denounce our maledictjions on Lan- 
triſſent, inſtead of - commiſerating 
the fate of, and toaſting 4 OE: | 
7 tion 1 cheer to, its inhabirants. | 


+4 KS. 4 
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Mai of the hills in this beh. | 


bourhood are quite barren'; and the 
ſoll being generally of a black hue, 
e which are cultivated baue not 


che face of fertiliry. 


We 


£593 


We paſſed through the centre of | 


Glamorganſhire, to Bridgend,. and 
from thence to Swanſea, by. the cir- 


cuitous way of Neath. ; which road 


we preferred, in expectation. that the 


ſight of the old abbey would com- 
penſate for the detour ; but it prov- 
ing to be undeſerving of notice, we 
repented that we had. not taken the 
more pleaſant and direct road, by 
Briton Ferry : the fork which leads 


down to it is about three miles from 


Neath; and here there is a very 


pictureſque view of the entrance of 
Neath. river, of the oppoſite ſhore of 
5 3 Swanſea 


1 36) 
Seri bay: of the channel, and 


* 


diſtant b hills of Does” ene 


1 0 wn 4 | , the ae 
hood of that town, are ſome valuable 
copper ſmeking-mills ang furnaces; 
likewiſe many coal- mines, which em- 
ploy great numbers of the lower claſs 
of people. The ſmoke iſſuing from 
the numerous buildings overclouds 
the country; which is rendered ſtill 
more difagreeable to travel through ; 
by the black and uncomfortable ap- 
pearance of the roads, which are co-· 
vered with the ſcoria of the copper ore. 


Swanſea 


„„ 
© Swanſea, is a ſea-port, fityate at the, | 
extremity of the bay of the ſamo 
name; which is chiefly formed; by 
che circular winding of the weſtern, 
ſhore, terminated by the conſpicuous 
bead and or promontory, called the 
| Mumbles Point. A great trade, 
principally in copper, is carried on 
from this town, which has a very 5 
| ſecure harbgur, generally crowded 
with ſhipping, Doty 95 a ſmall 


burthen. 9 85 
We had now traverſed the moſt 


level parts of South Wales, and being 
D4 deſirous 
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deſirous of more than ocular ac- 


quaigtance with ſome of the moun- 
tainous tracts of this country, we, in 


conſequence, determined to paſs over 


the upper and weſterly diſtrict of 


Glamorganſhire, and' configuous part 
of Carmarthenſhire, to Landinovawr. 


The nen roads 'throvgh South 
Wales are, in general, uncommonly 


00d; but that between Swanſea and 


Landino is an exception to the re- 


mark, being exceedingly rugged and 
ſtony : we did not hefitate, however, 
to quit this very indifferent road, for 

| | one 


+: 4 J 

ede that hs aloft i im affable, which | 
: * over ſeveral | teep mountains, 
to the caſtle of Kaer Kenner ; being 
reſolved to inſpect a fortreſs, whoſe 


natural ſtrength and peculiarity of 


poſition demand the attention, and 
excite the admiration of the curious, 
and more eſpecially of the military 
traveller. In our way thither we 
had a glimpſe of Clenchere, the ſe⸗ 
queſtered reſidence of a gentleman, 


whoſe name has eſcaped my remem- 


brance. It lies in a deep but ver- 
Gant dell, | agreeably ſhaded with 
trees, and watered by a limpid ſtream, 

; 1 called 


called, the Kenner! This is a very 
pictureſque ſcene, and appears the 
more charming from the: contraſted 
fterſity and nakedneſs of the moun-/ 
tains in which it is emboſomed; 
Kaer Kenner is diſtantyonly three 
miles. Fhe remains of this caſtle, | 
ſtand on the ſummit of a rocky, ex- 
alted, and iſolated precipice; per- 
pd and conſequently inac- 
ceſſible, on three ſides, abd very 
difficult of apptoach on the other. 
The walls incloſe only a ſmall ſpace; 
but there is an excavated paſſage of. 
. conſiderable extent; leading to ſeveral 
_.__apart- 


. ln and e mich 
amply” ſupplied the garriſon with 
water. I ſuould conceive, that this 
caſtle muſt have been impregnable, 
until the invention of gunponder, 


and conſequent introduction of can= 
non and: mortars ; whoſe deſtructive, | 
force could not be reſiſted by ſtone. 


walls of two or three feet thick. 


During the greateſt part of our 
dreary ride from Swanſea to Landinoy 
the black mountains were in ſight on | 
the right hand; and at Kaer Kenner 
we were within a few miles of one of the 
* moſt 
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moſt conſiderable: of them, that ter- 
minates the ridge i in Carmarthenſhire. 


They are covered with fern and dark-, 
brown heath, which give them an 


appearance (and particularly at a 


epithet of black, by which they are 
| diſtinguiſhed from the neighbouring ; 


mountains. It may be imagined, 


that a country ſo wild and barren, 
and that offers fo little to the induſtry 
| | of man, is thinly peopled : - the ſhep-⸗ 
herds are, in fact, its only human 
inhabitants; every now and then one 
ſees a e ee, hanging on the 


ide 


16 


ide of a pretipicc, naturally calling 
o mind the pleaſures and advantages 
of ſocial · intercourſe, fo ſtrikingly | 


contraſted, with the unvaried and 


herd. tow n; 28 4 dl 1901 
The fanciful deſcriptions and pro- 
fuſe eulogies which the poets have 
beſtowed on the ancient paſtoral life, 
might incline us to eſtimate very 
| highly a ſtate that is repreſented as 
replete with bleſſings, almoſt unal- 

layed. with afflictions, and as com- 


priſing the happieſt of mankind; 


but how unlike is the picture of the 
26 unen- 
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1 nentightened ſhepherds of ur on 


times 43nd country! Secluded: from 
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act nee un ens ma- 


ny wacant houts, how tediouſly muſt 
they paſs away; and how. undeſirable 


ſeems the lot of this on of man- 


; kind, .doomed:from{the:days af their 
youth to the ſole employment of 


during lle, bleak and dreary moun- 
tains; rarely treddem by the foot df 


man, and where the ſolitary ſhep- 
ww is ſeldom greeted! by A bn 
elf” 
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| When within about two miles of 
Landino, we began to deſcend into 
the pleaſant vale of Tawy, which 
takes its name from the river that 
glides through it, and which waſhes 

the wretched town of Landino: this 
place has, however, two recommen- 
dations; its geugbful ſituation, and 
a very good inn. That we ſhould 
meet with this convenience at ſo mi- 
ſerable «a place, might appear extra- 
ordinary, if I were not to mention; 
that Landino is ſituated on the high 
road between London and Carmar- 
, then. 


Cloſe 
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- Cloſe: to the town cher is à beau- 
4ifol ſcat belonging to Lady Dene \, 
vor, the widow of Mr. Rice. The 
houſe is placed in the centre of a 
charming park, which runs down to 
the Tawy ; the woods are venerable 
and ſtriking ; and the” groups of | 
trees are ſcattered. over a variety of 
ground, and diſpoſed with great taſte | 


on the banks of the river. On the 


ſummit of a. pretty eminence, about 
balf a mile from the houſe, an old 
tower rears its head above a thicket, 
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| login Landinovawr. we paſſed 


ihe the fruitful, vale of Tawy, 
and croſſed the tbr at a ford half. 


a mile from Lanymdowry, which, 


according to the pronunciation of 


the country, is called Landovery: 


from hence we immediately aſcended 


a long and ſleep hill, and were ſoon 


completely eneompaſſed by: ve ry lofty 
mountains, whoſe appearance, rear · 
ing aloft their majeſtic ſummits, and 


ſeparated from each other by narrow 
and profound ravines, may be com- 


pared to the immenſe waves of the 
ocean, when elevated and impelled 
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age on the declivity vf one of them) 
s, ns may be ponceived, exceſſively 
| 4Greary—not'a fingle houſe, or tree, 


by che Wess of a wind that has 
| blown ſome time from the fame quar- 
ter of the compaſs. The road over 


. mountains is exceeding good; 
but the ride to Trecaſtle (a fmall - 


n ws 
$— : 1 
7 8 . 


From Trecaftle we deſcended into 
the richeft and moſt boautiful valley 
Lever beheld? it was laid out in paſ- 


turage, at che time we ſaw it, of the 


low 


7 


TTL: 


ow. fields, among which. Ct = 
| thickſets, and 2 bine ſeats, ace 
_ agrecably interſperſ : the vale is 
interſected by the river Uke, and the 
hills on either fide are well au, | 
co their tops. = 
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The bigh mountains of Breck- | 
nocklhire are not viſible until you 

arrive within two miles of Brecon, 
When, aſcending. an eminence, the 
. town appears in front; and to the 
Tight, the black and barren ſummits 
of the famous Brecknock Beacons 
e, menen abe Welch 
E 2 Alps) 
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Alps) are ſeen towering to a furpri- 


ſing height above the verdant fields. 


Our curioſity led us to explore one 
of theſe ſtupendous mountains, and 


with that intention we ſat out from ; 
Brecon about four 0 clock | in the 


afternoon. The ke is not more 


than fix miles from the town, yet we 


did not arrive at it before balf paſt 


| been; but we bad to encounter 
more difficulties than we were ap- 


prized of, and were frequently” re. 


tarded by the ignorance of our 
guide, who miſtook the road ſeveral 


times, and at length conducted us to ; 


1 


5 


the PWR of a precipice. It "Goon 
5 quite impoſſible to proceed any for- 
ther; but our guide aſſuring us that 
we ſhould reach the frequented path 
in a few minutes, we reſolved to 
make an attempt, the raſhneſs of 
which we had very ſoon- cauſe to re- 
pent, being ſhortly obliged to climb 
on our hands and Knees, over. the 
fide of this tremendous Precipice, 
more than a mile high, in continual 
dread of making a falſe ſtep, or of 
the looſe ſtones (with which the 
mountain is covered) ſlipping from 
under us; for in either caſe we muſt 


, 


3 | mane 
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1 have been buried s headfong to 
certain deſtrüction. F ragments of 
rock, and large pieces of ſtone; fre. 
quentiyp paſſed by us from above, 
being impelled downwards by the 
feet of the ſheep, which are ſcattered 

| 5 over this immenſe” mountain, wr 

th that ſubfitt on its ſcanty produce ; ; 

which i is chiefly moſs, with every | 
here NS Sitberty buſh, ora | 
few blades of graſs. We beard the 
repeated fall of ſtones until they 
reached the baſe of the mountain; 
and the continua! apprehenſion of 

7 being driven down with the next that ; 
might 


— 


1 3 


bold of the moſs, on which we 


faſtened with both hands ; aud that” 


would have put us in imminent dun 


on our feet, which bad little or no 


fupport. There being a 
we proceeded witch great. caution, 


and at length arrived, to our inexpref- | 
idle A at the 


might fall from the upper part, was 
mare alarming; and unpleaſant than | 
can well be deſcribed. Ou danger 
encreafed. a5 wa. procesded ; hut it 
was impoſſible to- retreat; for in the 
a&t of turning. we muſf bave quitted 


ger, as we muſt have ſolely nt 


g 
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track, by which we aſcended witk 
great ſafety, half a mile higher, to 
the ſummit: but we bad been ſo 
much delayed by inforeſorn; difficul- 


ties, that before we reached it the 


fun had juſt declined L MN the 
horizon, and our view was intercepted 
by intervening clouds which paſſed 
5 below us: we therefore determined 
to begin our deſcent without delay; 
for as we could now diſtinctly trace 
the path by which we ſhould have 
aſcended, we were reſolved to make 
for the fork of the tracks with = 
much haſte as poſſible, and we were 
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1 1 
fortunate 8 to arrive at ĩt bes 
fore it became quite dark. — T he 


fable mantle of night was quickly 


ſpread around, and all was gloom 
and obſcurity; but in à quarter of 


an hour, the moon ſhone forth, and 


by its ſolemn light diſplayed the ma- 7 


jeſtic awfulneſs of the furrounding 
objects: lofty mountains reariby 


their dark heads above the clouds, 
interſected by copious torrents, run- 


ning with great impetuoſity through 
| deep. gullies in their ſides, frequeptiy 


forming cataracts, and ruſhing with 
noiſe and violence, in every, diteo-— 


tion, 
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tion, to the. deſiles and vallies, alli com- 


biued wich the iiltnefs of night * 
interropted by the fall of water) in 
making up a ſcene of e n 


and . ee | Ne Beg. 
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The geographer Spend, who, in 


err of James the Firſt, deln. 
| ated cheſe countries with great accu 
racy; gives the ee 4228 
_ this” mountain. | IT 
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40 The Abb nes birants and poſ- 


*/ feflbrs-of this ſhire, with the reft 


in this South tract, were they 105 
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[1 
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Shen Woch (pole aß iat Ge 


oY oppoſites tO the Romanes, | whoſe: | 
countries were firſt made ſubject 
« by Julius Frontinus, who, beſides 
* the valour of the enemy, had to 

* ſtruggle wich. the mountaines/ and 
| * ftraits, as Tacitus tells us; "nel ) 

ether any more Hard, we may well 


© ſay, eben them of this "ſhire; 


«three miles from Breeltnoek, © is 


« ſuch heipht and operation, 48 is 
* uncredible* and where ic not that 
© J have witneffe to affirme what 1 
* thatt ſpeak, 1 ould bluſh te let 
. = 10 the 
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« „bu, in ks Welch called HY 


© Denny, or Cadier Arthur (Arthur's - 


2 Chair), they bad VE caſt 
* from them, and downe the north- Few 
5 . eaſt racke, their cloakes, hats, and 

 * ſtayes,which notwithſtanding would 


9 never fall, but Were with the aire 
* and winde ſtill returned backe, 


and blowne up: neyther, ſaid 
they, will any thing deſcend from 


that cliff being ſo' caſt, unleſs it 
6 he / 


1 61 J 
e be ſtone, or ſome metalline ſub- 
4 ſtance ; 3 affirming. the cauſe to be 


cc the clouds, which are ſeen to racke | 
„ much lower than the op of that 


ce hill. 2 


— 


I cannot take upon me to pro- 
nounce what degree of credit may be 
given to this account ; I did not pe- 


ruſe it until my return from Wales, 
or it certainly would have occurred 


to make ſome of the experiments 5 


mentioned in the foregoing g quota- 


tion; but as the weather was uncom- 


monly ſerene the evening we aſcend- 
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| Fe the: a Denny, experiments 
made t ſuch a time, Although abey 
might have been cntradictery tog 
would not, pethaps, bave fairly diſ- 
proved , eee Nb 


Wie ed at Reockndk, PEG 
ten-g'clapk, auch fatigped. with ur 
excurſion; but the next morning we 
found ourſelves. quite refreſhed by 
the accommodation and good. cheer 
hat. is to be met with, at this place. 
The inn as the beſt we had ſeen 


in Wales, and. would not appear 
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| principal roads in Eygland ;/ bur e 
| Welch inns are generally very in- 
differett, and Entineſs may be con- 
ſidered as their charaRteriftic with | | 
the ſame propriety as it is pro- 
nounced to be a diſtinguiſhing fea- 
ture of the inhabitants; but this db- 
ſervation is Gofid to the lower 
clafſes, be gentry! being in \eveny. | 
_— e 8 attentire 20 cleanli- 
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very reaſonable,” in -compariſon/ win 
e the 
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8 the cuſtomary charges in England; 


but, in my opinion, the difference of 
expence does not make dufficient 
amends; to the traveller far filth ay; 
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7 now PE. traverſed, or | 
been in view of the principal mMOuyR-. ; 

 _ tains in Brecknockſhire. we were glad 
©" of find that the propoſed continuation, 
of our rout into Monmouthſhire lay 5 


ſ 


through a level country, dae | 


fertility of which all the way to 
Abergavenny, and the / pleaſing va- 


riety: of thang on Wor hand, are 
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| exceedingly. enchanting. The Uſke, 


almoſt. -continually.; in. ſight, winds 


through the vallies, which brauch ; 
out into, ravines equally rich and 


beautiful. There cannot any here 
bk a greater ſhow, or more delightful 


picture of induſtry, plenty, and proſ- 


perity, than; in theſe happy regions. 


Nature as been bountiful i in her 
5 4 and the induſtry of man has; | 
in ſome degree, pa} ber libera - 
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* The berovgh of Brecknock i is very 
pleafigly firuated on the banks of 
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ho Vides the firects are wel pav- 
ed; and t'is 8 place of conſiderable 
extent, containing, fome very good 
| houſes 4 and the tefidence of many | 
of the firſt famies in the county, 
- Which is rather vmuſunt for a country 
town: the cauſe aligned" is, that 
Brecknockſhire being very moun- 
 Kainous and wncultivated, and almoſt 
| deſtitute of villages that could n 
che tables of the gentry, ſuch as have 
not eſtates, or houſes, in the few rick | 
vales = this b are obliged to 


7+: 0M the morning, and about three miles 


„ 2 3535 
w but for Abergaveity * 7 


from Brecknock we tumed out of the 
high toid to a village, where arg the 
_ rules of foveral- Roman edifices,- and 
the remains of one hot, and of tud 
cold bechs ; the bypoesuß, e fil. = 
terraneous ſtove, by wich the forwer — 
was heated, being almoſt cores — 
within à "few. yards in 4 teffelhate e 
pavement, in tolerable preſervation ; . 
but the dies are uncotmonly fmall, 1 5 
and the colours very fait: The „ 
 giotnid, for ſore diftancs, is Re — | 
a8 e bricks and tiles, ſeve- 
„ a ral - 
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The ſuger- oa hill, ſo called from 
its conical ſhape, is 16 remarkable 
bigh mountain in the Fr. f 
Abergavenny g: and & ver] conſpieu- - 
13 and ſtriking object from the 
bigh lands of, Gloceſterſhire, which | 
an — chan ſeventy miles- 
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© The ride from, Brecon 3 e A | 
venny 18 rendered exceed ivgly charms | 
ing; by the ſortudate aſſemblage. af 
Auxuriant welle, (enlirened by the 

5 | I ; „ copious 
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copious ſtream ef the Uſke, which 


is navigable for ſmall craft); of 


well · cultivated hills: ſufficiently orna- 
mented with wood ; and, laſtly, of 
barren and ſtupendous por oz 


which bound the landſcapes, on 


either fide, until you arrive at Aber- 5 


gavenny. Here we croſſed the Uke, 
and purſued our rout to Pontypoole; 

but were diſappoiated in our-expec- 
tations of finding it a conſiderable 
place: it conſiſts of one ſtreet, in 


which there is not a tolerable houſe, 
and only one ſhop for the diſpoſal of 


the imitative japan ware, which is 
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dle ebief manufacture of this town. Be, 


There ate ſeveral; very valuable iron | 

Foes on the barks of” the faiall © = 
le ; and the neighbour- 

ing hills contain abündance of 1 

lent coal, which is dif "a of at the 

pit for three-pence per horſe-load, as 1 

tuo hundred weight; and it may be 5 

2 

ptoximity. of this article are very 
advantageous to the iron manufac- 8 
ene ee out the ility of 8 1 


X * I 
th i. At the diſtance of ſeven or waht 
miles from henee is Caerlion z whoſe 
antient and indiſputable ſplendour is 
not atteſted by any exiſting mon- 
nenn s there are no veſtiges to be 
| ſeen of the ſupetb buildings, the ſpa+ 
| ejous - amphitheatre, | and bumerous 
baths that were confiruQted by the 
Romans towards the clue of the firſt 
Century, when Caerlion became a 
place of conſequence, 2s the ſtation- 
| or head-quarters of the ſecond legion, | 
commanded-. by Julius . Fronfinus + 
but ſo lately a+ five or fix years ago, 
5 2 4 there 
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there remained near the preſent town 


the defences of a ſtrong camp, con- 
ſiſting of a ny ditch, and a lofty: ' 
mound or ram tampatt. which has been 


ſince: levelled; and the ground. 1s 
now in a ſtate of cultivation: but i it 


may be diſputed whether theſe- forti- 


Sani were of Roman, Saxon, or 
Britiſh conſtruction; as it N 
that Caerlion was defended, for ſome 


time, by a garriſon of Saxons, againſt 
the: attacks of prince Arthur, to whoſe 


victorious arms it Was, ' however} 


eventually, Aurrendered „and here 
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| that renowned Britiſh monarch [was 


crowned, and 5 5990 court. 


- The country between Pontypoole 


and Monmouth is, generally, well 
5 cultivated, and rather pleaſing 3 yet 
did not appear to us ſo ſtrikingly 


beautiful as it had been repreſented : 


r 
ſpects in the vicinity of Brecknock, 
with which we had ſo recently been 


charmed, might occaſion an apathy 
to ſeenes leſs attractive of «dmita- ; 
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la our: way to Monmouth we | 
paſſed through Uſke; a ſmall a 
5 watered by the river of the ſame 
' vame, which runs from hence to 
WE nen itſelf into the 
= Bristol Channel a little below-that | 
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a . that is well de- 


= | ſerving of notice: in fize, it-is'ooly | 
; My | fecond to Caerfeli of any we faw in 3 
iq | | | 
Wales: many ſpacious apartments 
} : N 
18 | are incloſed within its walls, which 
of „ | „ 
* a os 8 M6 
_ == | 
1 a 


CE 1 3 

figures, in alto. relieve, pgs 
faced by time, and without any in- 
| feriptian ; ſo that we: could not learn! 
whom they were deſigned to repre - 
ſent. This caſtle: is completely un- 
dermined 4 and a ſubterraneous paſ- 
ſage communicates with the church- 
ald, which is at the conſiderable, 
diſtance of à quarter of a mile. Se- 


veral of the chimney.» pieces, and 
moſt of the windows, are in the 


ſtyle of the laſt century; and there 
is reaſon to ſuppoſe theſe alterations 
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were Ade in che courſe of the b 


war in Charles. the -Firſt's time, * 
during that ealamitous period, Rag 


land Caſtle was generally gatriſoned 


by tlie royaliſts; and, after; the de- 
ciſive battle of N aby, was, for 


ſome weeks, the reſidence of the un-! 
happy monarch himſeif, Who retired: 


hither; vaimiy indulging: the hope 


6f being able to raiſe in Wales 


, 
jeld 741 17 I * 1 2 F 
neld. f ' 
20 
+ q 

- 
— * * [2 C4 1 * * ” 2-55 

a 4 z 3 


2 


à force that might enable him to 
try his fortune once more in the 
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and the views are, generally, very 


baba, between Ragland and Mon- 


mouth. The latter place makes a 


good appearance, both as you ap- 


proach, and as you ride through 
it: che ſtreets are wide, clean, and 

well paved, and contain many good. 
houſes. The church is a bandſome 


Airudture, io, lofry ſpire being, re> 
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This town can and . hangus 


of having given birth to the, moſt 
warlike monarch-rhat, perhaps, Eng- 


land has produced fince the Con: 
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on the banks of the breche Wye; 
but that river, though alnoft con- 
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N ftantly pleaſing, and ornamental to 


the circumjacent country, is not, s 
ever, ſo charming or fo romantic 


1 


as at Chepſtow. Th LIEN 4 | . 
We bad a very dreary nde from 
che banks of the Wye to thoſe of 
che Severn, the interjacent ſpace being 
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A PocxtT Companion to the Royar PA- 
LACES, MacniricenT SEATS, DxrLIiGHT- | 


FUL ViLLAs, &c, &c. in the Environs of the 
e MzTROPOLIS,* N 2 


* 


Pric 3s. 6d 7 ; 2 
208 I Cf 
(Now firſt embelliſhed with : FW 4 48 My 


round Londd Wh 
: The Second Edition, Corrected ang 1 En 1 2d; et 


HE AMBULATOR; or The STRANGER! 2 
| CoMPANION in a Town ROUND LoNDON, 
Gans the Circuit of 25 Miles. ; 

Deſcribing whatever is remarkable either for Gran- 
deur, Elegancy, Uſe, or Curiofity, and comprehending 
Catalogues of the Pictures by eminent Artiſts, 

To which is prefixed, a Conciſe DEScAHIT T Io of 
Lon po, SOUTHWARK, and WESTMINSTER, 
ſhewing their Antiqui:y, remarkable Buildings, Ex- 
tent, &c. &c. &c. 

Not only of Uſe to Strangers, but the Inhabitants 
of this Capital. 


Co'!efted by a Gentleman for his private Amuſement. 

c Whoever is deſirous of being furniſhed with an ac- 
count of the metropolis, ard the moſt 'remarkable 
places within the extent of twenty-five miles round 
it, may meet with an uſeful and entertaining com- 
panion in the Ambulator. Beſides the deſcription 
being clear and copious, a ſhort hiſtorical account of 


the places is frequently added,” See Critica/Review, 


Price IS bs. 
2. A SHORT TOUR in the Midland Counties 
of ENGLAND; performed in the Summer of 1792. 


Together with an Account of a fimilar Excurs10ov, 
undertaken September 1774+ 


